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THOUGHTS FROM THE PRESIDENT

by Mike lda

Another year has come and gone and with that we begin a
new chapter for our community and our Lake Association.
With the tragic death of Board member Tom Birchell, and
the resignation of our treasurer, Lynne Clemens, the
Board decided that it would be best to appoint new per-
sons to fill these vacancies. Board member Duane Baer
was appointed to complete Lynne's term as treasurer, and - J
Mark Luoma and Mike Duhr were appointed to complete

Tom and Duane’s term as members at large. Although Tom and Lynne were
very competent in their roles and will be missed, we are confident that Mark,
Mike, and Duane will do a fine job as they serve in their new roles.

—

Although we are in the midst of winter, our Board continues to be busy. Cur-
rently our Board is researching a potential I-Lid monitoring system which will
verbally alert boaters, before they launch their boats, to check for invasive
vegetation that might be attached to their boat and boat trailer. The I-Lid sys-
tem is solar powered and has the capacity to video every boat as they are
launched into the water. As a Board we are especially concerned about pre-
venting Eurasian Milfoil from being introduced into our chain of lakes. We
know that Eurasian Milfoil is in many lakes surrounding our chain including
the Minocqua Chain. Once introduced into a new body of water, it spreads
rapidly like a thick blanket as it chokes out good vegetation. Currently there is
no safe way to eliminate Eurasian Milfoil once it takes root in a body of water
so prevention is our only way to safeguard our chain from being infected. As
our Board looks into the cost of the I-Lid monitoring system and visits with
other Lake Associations currently using the I-Lid system, we will keep our
members and the community informed by offering an educational/listening
session on this unique program. A projected date for the educational/listening
session is April 18th at 9 AM at the Fire Hall.

Another project that our Board is currently working on is obtaining a DNR
grant to purchase new signage for our horseback and hiking trails on the
north side of Round Lake. If you have used the Round Lake trails you know
that most signs have deteriorated to the point where they cannot be read
while many signs are just missing from their posts. If our grant is approved,
volunteers will install the new signage sometime this summer. New signage
on our trails would be appreciated by many.

As some of you may remember, | previously shared the desire of our Board to
create a sequel to the Pike Lake Chain history book. Unlike the first book, this
second book would explore the history of various community organizations
such as Fire Inc., our Pike Lake Fire Department, Sno-Drovers Snowmobile
Club, the PLCLA, and the Historic Pikettes Quilting Group. The book will also
explore the history of various bars and resorts that have existed in our com-
munity as well as the development of the horseback and hiking trails. I am
happy to share with you that a rough draft of the first chapter of this sequel
book has been written. Although the creation of this second book has just be-
gun, it will be months before a full draft of the book will be completed. In the
meantime, if you would like to help with doing research for this project or if
you have pictures pertaining to the historical categories that will be covered in
the book, please contact me at president@pikelakechain.net.

Sincerely, W‘/ :

Mike Ida
President

pikelakechain.net



LISTENING SESSION

When: April 18, 2026—9:00 AM
Where: Pike Lake Firehall

The purpose of this listening session is three-fold.
First, it is an opportunity to meet and visit with the

PLCLA President, Mike Ida, and attending Board
members. Second, this listening session gives
members and those in our lake community time to
share ideas, concerns, or ask questions about our
current Board projects. Finally, this listening ses-
sion is an opportunity to learn about the possible I-
Lid program that the Board is researching. As facts
are shared about this possible project, we hope
those in attendance would ask questions and give
some valuable feedback on this potential project.
Our gathering promises to be beneficial and rele-
vant to all who attend.

If you have any questions about this event, please
contact Mike at president@pikelakechain.net.

PIKE LAKE FIRE DEPARTMENT

Greetings. I'm Les Nordrum and, as of 2025, | am the Chief of
your Pike Lake Fire, and Rescue Department. I've been elected
by our department members to replace outgoing Chief Dan
Metz. Chief Metz was a very important part of our department
and is greatly missed. We were fortunate to have Dan as an in-
tegral part of our team, and he is only a phone call away if we
need to consult him. Ed Clemens is our Assistant Chief, and he
is working hard to help us streamline our procedures and ad-
ministration.

As many of you know, our department has seen some changes
in the last few years. We are very comfortable where we are
currently as a team. 2026 finds us at a place where we can fo-
cus on training, future equipment, and the recruiting of new
members. Across the country, volunteer fire departments have
seen volunteerism decline steadily. Following former Chief
Metz's lead, we will continue to actively recruit. We have 14
members on our department now and we'd like to double that
number in the next year.

This year we will be putting a committee together to discuss
replacing our Engine. The current Engine is thirty years old and
beginning to show its age. We have kicked around what our
needs are for the next engine and it's time to firm up plans to
help us purchase one in the next few years.

The recently purchased Mini Pumper has, over the year, proved
its worth as an important part of our firefighting arsenal. On

The Chain Letter | 2026

by Les Nordrum

one fire scene ,the Mini Pumper was the only vehicle
able to reach the fire to extinguish the blaze in a safe
and timely manner. On another fire scene there was a
need to change out engines. The Mini Pumper helped
us to continue supplying water to the fire without in-
terruption.

In 2025, we took delivery of the Rural Rescue Vehicle
(RRV). Although we are still waiting on Ford's approval
for the four-wheel drive addition, the RRV is in service
and is a great addition for our EMS team. With the new
Rural Rescue Vehicle we can access the forest to help
lost or injured hunters, snowmobilers, and others who
may need our help. The RRV lets us help people while
keeping them and our team members in a comforta-
ble, climate-controlled environment. We are happy to
report that these purchases were possible due to
grants, our equipment fund, and the generosity of the
community via Fun Day and other donations.

On behalf of all Pike Lake F.D., EMS officers and mem-
bers, | sincerely thank you for your continued support.
We remain dedicated to keeping the safety and welfare
of our community at the forefront of everything we do.
Your partnership and involvement are vital to our mis-
sion.

Les Nordrum, Chief
Pike Lake Fire and Rescue



LAKE TESTING REPORT vy rick Sironi

In 2025, as per the DNR request, our dedicated team of lake testers completed four tests during the months of April, June,
July, and August.

The tests we run include measurements of:

e Secchi (water clarity)

e Dissolved oxygen at 3-foot intervals

e Temperature at 3-foot intervals

e Phosphorus

e Chlorophyll
Our tests must be completed Monday through Wednesday since the samples shipped to Madison are packed with ice and
can't sit in shipping over the weekend. We also need to coordinate our tests with the passing of the DNR monitoring satel-
lite over our chain, or as close as possible. Of course, it's always more enjoyable to be on the lakes in nice, sunny weather,
so that factors into our schedule as well. Each member of the team has assumed a roll, be it SECI reading, working the
Temp/Dissolved Oxygen meter, collecting water samples or recording the data. On occasion we have had guests join us
for the monthly cruise.

Continued on page 7...

Save a stamp and renew your Pike Lake Chain
Lakes Association membership online! Simply visit
https://pikelakechain.net/membership to renew
your membership.

Paper membership forms are also available online
if you'd prefer to mail in a check. Just visit the
membership page and click on the link to

https://pikelakechain.net/membership ‘Download the PLCLA Membership Form’.

AQUATIC INVASIVES COMMITTEE REPORT by steve Ave'Lallemant

Purple Loosestrife is still the only known aquatic invasive plant specie on the Pike Lake Chain. A
complete shoreline survey of all four lakes was done in late August and early September 2025 to
look for flowering loosestrife plants.

Turner and Amik Lakes
No loosestrife was found on Turner or Amik Lakes and connecting channels again this year.

Pike Lake
| dug out and removed a few plants at Musky Jacks boat access. Quite a few Loosestrife plants were
observed along and near the old Pine Forest Resort area.

Round Lake )
| dug a few individual loosestrife plants along the north and west shores of Round Lake on USFS : —
property. Loosestrife plants are still present on private property in the area of the old WildGoose
Resort and around the bay at Moose Jaw Resort. The two bays just north of the dam still hold quite
a bit of loosestrife, too much to dig out and most of it very difficult to access in any case. The large nwine N
wetland from the mouth of MacArthur Creek over to Shady Knoll Rd had some flowering plants but
not as many as were observed last year.

stem ina
tan spike

Opposite,
Altornate or
winoried leaves

Last year | reported that the overall density of loosestrife on the chain appears to be increasing. But this year | did not ob-
serve as many flowering plants. As | reported last year young plants would have been overlooked in past years since they
were not old enough to flower. Perhaps the later time frame this year missed some flowering plants compared to last
year but the plants | did see were in full bloom. In any case, loosestrife is still present in a number of areas annually, some
on private land, some on public land.

Continued on page 7....
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FISHERIES REPORT by pave ebert

According to the WDNR, with regard to stocking walleyes, our annual fall electrofishing surveys in Pike and Round lakes
have been serving as a “control” measure of how recruitment varies from year to year in lakes where natural reproduc-
tion alone supplies new recruits to the walleye population. This role as “control lakes” is important in the ongoing eval-
uation of walleye stocking under the Wisconsin Walleye Initiative. This effort is to be completed in 2026.

Normally, we supply the electrofishing survey results in annual newsletter, however, the WDNR indicated the reports
would not be ready by our due date for articles for this newsletter. They will provided in the next newsletter.

Tribal Harvest Numbers
Walleye (both lakes reached quota)
o Pike Lake: 178 fish taken
e Round Lake: 161 fish taken
Musky (did not reach quota on either lake)

e Pike Lake: 7 fish taken

e Round Lake: 7 fish taken

Continued on page 6...
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BOARD NOMINATIONS

PLCLA BOARD UPDATE

Each year we hold elections for a rotating set
of Board positions. If you are interested in
serving on the Board, please contact secre-
tary@pikelakechain.net no later than March
31st. Anyone interested shall be a member of
the Association.

Positions up for election in 2026 are:
e Vice President
e Treasurer

e Four Board Member Positions

BOARD EMAIL

Feel free to contact our board via email:

e president@pikelakechain.net

e vicepresident@pikelakechain.net

e secretary@pikelakechain.net

e treasurer@pikelakechain.net

e communications@pikelakechain.net

At the heart of every organization is a group of dedicated volunteers.
We want to take a moment to introduce you to the new members of the
Pike Lake Chain Lakes Association Board of Directors.

DUANE BAER - Treasurer

Duane was appointed to the treasurer position af-
ter our previous treasurer, Lynne Clemens, decided
to step down. Duane is originally from Appleton,
WI and has owned property on Pike lake since
1998. Prior to retirement, he owned an automotive
paint store. Duane enjoys riding off-road motorcy-
cles and downhill skiing.

MIKE DUHR - Board Member

Mike was appointed to fill one of two vacancies on
the Board. He is originally from Woodruff and
grew up in the Pike Lake area and has lived within
25 miles of the chain all his life. Mike has worked
for the town of Lac du Flambeau and the Yamaha
snowmobile division. He enjoys snowmobiles, mo-
torcycles, boating, water-skiing, and fishing.

MARK LUOMA - Board Member

Mark was appointed to fill one of two vacancies on
the Board. He was born and raised in Ironwood,
MI but has lived in the Park Falls area since 1980.
He and his wife have lived on Pike Lake since 2019.
4 Mark is a teacher by trade and retired as the super-
© intendent at Glidden, Park Falls, and Chequamegon
“ School Districts. He enjoys hunting, fishing, pho-
tography and traveling.

ZOOM MEETINGS

We recognize that it's difficult for many people to attend the PLCLA
Board Meetings but we value your insight and comments. The PLCLA
makes all Board meetings available via Zoom (as our Internet connec-
tion permits). Watch Facebook and our website for details on upcom-
ing meetings. Meetings are also recorded and are available for viewing
on our website.

WELL TESTING

The Wisconsin State Laboratory of Hygiene (WSLH) recommends having
your private well tested yearly for Total Coliform (Bacteria) or more of-
ten should you notice a change in water quality, color, taste, or odor.
The cost for this test is $35. To order your free test kit, call 800-442-
4618. You simply draw a water sample from your pressure tank tap
and mail it to the laboratory. The results are mailed to you along with
an invoice. Itis best that the testing be done in spring, summer, or fall
so the sample does not freeze.

pikelakechain.net



AQUAT'C INVASIVES REPORT (continued from pg. 4)

If an effort is made annually to remove individual plants elsewhere we will may be able to stay ahead of any significant
spread.

Our best chance at control is if landowners recognize the flowering plant, dig it out the with roots and dispose in the
trash. Some landowners are likely unaware of what loosestrife is as some large loosestrife plants are actually being
mowed around and left standing. Please monitor your shorelines for purple loosestrife and remove it when you see it.
Dispose of in the garbage. If you are unsure what purple loosestrife looks like or want more information on it and con-
trol methods go to the following link: https://widnr.widen.net/view/pdf/badh2m8xdz/WY0799.pdf

P'K,EL;‘?‘EE CHAIN HISTORY BOOKS

HENTSIE AL ALEDUNFS Anis Plaotzana s

Are you interested in learning more about the history in our area? Pike Lake
Chain history books are available for sale. They also make great gifts!

To purchase a history book, contact Mike Ida at president@pikelakechain.net.

New Version Coming!

We are currently working on a second edition of this history book. Read the
“Thoughts from the President” article on Page 2 of this newsletter for more infor-
mation!

THE PISE LAKE CHain LARES ASSOTIATION
SECR S ——

LAKE TESTING REPORT (continued from pg. 4)

Thanks to all the members of the “testing team”. This includes:

e Jack Wierzba

e Terry Mantor

e Russ Schroeder
e Ron Ahles

e Tim Henke

e Rick Sironi

The Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources (DNR) continues to change their website layout. To view the results of

this year's tests, go to: Wisconsin Lakes. Click the SEARCH tab, enter the lake name of interest, and set the LOCATION to

PRICE COUNTY. Select the lake, then the MORE tab. Go to “Water Quality Reports and Data”, then Details. You must then
open their new app (Water Explorer) to see the results of our testing in chart form.

The DNR has also provided a guide to help our understanding of what is measured and what it all means. It can be found
at: InterpretiveGuideToCLMNWaterQualityReports.pdf (wisconsin.gov)

REMEMBER: Amik is in Vilas County.

While there is normal variation in the test data, it appears there continues to be NO STATISTICALLY SIGNIFICANT change
in chlorophyll or phosphorus based on the data. The TSI (Trophic State Index) calculated for chlorophyll and total phos-
phorus supports this observation, as does the SECCI graph.
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PIKE LAKE CHAIN
LAKES ASSOCIATION

N14885 Shady Knoll Road
Park Falls, Wil 54552

2026 Dues

are due now!

Pay online at

pikelakechain.net STAY CONNECTED:

Web: pikelakechain.net
Facebook: facebook.com/PLCLA
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