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Introduction-New USFS Staff

USFS Staff you might recognize from previous conversations

Sue Reinecke (Forest Fish Program Manager)-Retired
Dale Higgins (Forest Hydrologist)-Retired
Skip Sommerfeldt (USFS contract fish biologist)-Retired
Mike Bablick (Park Falls Wildlife/Fish Technician) -Retired
Dan Eklund (Park Falls District Ranger)
Jim Mineau (Hydrologist)
Sara Sommer (Hydrologist)

Joel Flory (Forest Fish/Wildlife Program Manager)
Chris Ester (Forest Hydrologist)
Nick Berndt (West Zone USFS Fish Biologist)
Ken Pemble (Park Falls District Wildlife Biologist)

Sue R.

Dale H.



Nick Berndt: West Zone USFS Fish Biologist
US Forest Service=Federal: Only national forest owned 
lands, partners with DNR for fisheries within national 
forest boundaries. 

WI DNR=State: Manages all waters of the state. Sets 
regulations, stocks fish, permits use. 

What does a fish biologist do on his days off? FISH!

Help manage fisheries within the 
national forest across 4 western 
districts. 



Current Status of the Fish Passage Project
• ON HOLD-no actions scheduled at this time. 
• Most preliminary data collection already completed from 2015-2019. 

• Needs a published proposed action, finalized NEPA (National Environmental Policy Act) 
documentation including public comment period before anything is constructed.

• Needs funding, finalized engineering plans, contractor, permits.







Round Lake 1938 
Aerial Photo

• 85 years sure flies by!
• A lot has changed

1930’s WI aerial 
survey plane



Historical Perspective: Logging Era
• Logging era disruptions live on: Erosion, river widening, fish passage issues, stand 

composition changes.
• Logged right to the shore where soil is vulnerable.
• No conservation measures: No care was afforded to the land or waters.



Where were all the trees in northern WI?
Down the river!

• It is hard to imagine northern WI 
so barren, but the volume of 
timber removed was unbelievable.

• The S. F. Flambeau was a major log 
drive river.

• The river was blasted, widened, 
scoured, and flooded to facilitate 
timber movement.



Round Lake Historic Photos
Undo past damage. We can provide fish passage and put things 
back as close to the way things were before an era that caused 
much watershed harm, while still maintaining water level and 
preserving the historic structure. 



It’s All Connected: The 
Headwater Lakes of the 

South Fork Flambeau River
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• The Chain reaches wider than just Round, Pike, Turner, and Amik
• Many of Wisconsin’s large and medium rivers might never be free 

flowing. They are “working rivers” meaning they have dams which 
serve a purpose such as hydropower or industrial use.

• South Fork Flambeau system is free flowing except for low head 
dams on Round Lake and the outlet of Amber Lake.  



Its All Connected
Tucker Lake

• Connection benefits Tucker 
and other lakes in the Chain

• Natural musky and walleye 
movement in Tucker Lake.

• 1988: 45” musky caught in 
conibear beaver set in 
Tucker Creek moving 
between Amik and Tucker



Lake Sturgeon
• Long lived (80+ years) WI record (that’s known) 120 years, slow 

growing, slow maturing. 
• Regional Forest Sensitive Species targeted for conservation measures
• Populations in the Chippewa and N.F. Flambeau River are fragmented 

because of hydroelectric generation. 
• The S.F. Flambeau River population can travel freely within the river, 

into a section of the North Fork, and up to the Round Lake Dam.
• Important sport fish on the Flambeau system during sturgeon season. 

Why do sturgeon need to get past the dam if they are 
already living in the river?

• Spawning: There could be unknown spawning areas further up the 
Chain.

• Food: Large expanses of soft lake sediment provides more of the 
invertebrate food sturgeon prefer. Ex: Lake Winnebago “worm beds”

• Wintering habitat: Also connected to food, sturgeon prefer to winter 
in the slowest portion of rivers or stay in lakes where the water is 
marginally warmer, expend less energy and has more food. Ex: Bear 
Lake, Blaisdell Lake, Black Lake Michigan, Winnebago system.

• Habitat Choice: More available habitat offers built in resilience.





Partnership: Project grants and other funding opportunities are 
more competitive with private/public partnerships.   

• Requires no monetary expenditures from PLCLA

https://www.fws.gov/program/national-fish-passage



Nature-Like Fish Passage Examples on Lakes in Minnesota

Cass Lake



habitat.fisheries.org



Nature-Like Fish Passage Examples on Lakes in Minnesota

White Earth Lake MN

Barrett Lake MN



Nature-Like Fish Passage Examples on Lakes in Minnesota

Potato Lake Many Point Lake



2017 Engineering Review
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Water level Maintenance? 

How will this affect the fishery in the chain? 

• Long term data trends are important in fish management. Since the lake has been impounded since 1878 and 
there is no data pre-dam, it will take years to see any trends emerge. Similar lakes are encouraging.

• Completed nature-like fish passage in other states have shown no net adverse effects to their current fisheries. 
• Escapement of fish is already happening at Round Lake and any lake with a weir. With passage, fish could get back
• Providing fish passage aligns with goals of the 2015 Pike Lakes Chain Management Plan

• This was addressed in the 2017 analysis. Maintaining water at the current level is critical. 
Designs will only be evaluated if it balances the needs of the fish and addresses concerns 
from lake residents and users about water level.  



In Review

• The fish passage project is ON HOLD. No construction planned at this time. 
• USFS is requesting PLCLA partnership the same as in 2016.
• Official comment period would be after a proposed action has been 

finalized and NEPA process has started. This process has not started yet. 
• Chequamegon-Nicolet Forest Plan guidelines state that infrastructure be 

maintained in a way to minimized disruption of fish and aquatic life 
migration and movement.


